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To  the  mind  of  every  reflecting  man,  the  present  condition 
of  our  canal  and  rail  road  system,  is  a  subject  of  the  deepest 
public  concern .  A  crisis  has  surely  arrived,  in  which  legisla¬ 
tive  enquiry  and  revision  is  imperiously  demanded.  It  is  now 
conceded  that  the  system  has  been  too  widely  extended ;  the 
great  extent  of  the  unfinished  work,  and  upon  the  completion 
of  which  the  effective,  though  doubtful  utility,  of  the  whole  de¬ 
pends;  and  moreover,  the  absolute  necessity  of  a  further  in¬ 
crease  of  the  already  enormous  debt,  are  circumstances  strong¬ 
ly  calculated  to  excite  regret  for  the  past,  as  well  as  a  deep  so¬ 
licitude  for  that  future  policy  that  shall  draw  to  a  happy  con¬ 
clusion,  so  extravagant  a  scheme  of  improvement.  The  great 
and  countervailing  evil  that  has  unavoidably  resulted  from  the 
past  policy,  is  the  public  debt.  To  no  form  of  government, 
perhaps,  is  this  evil  so  abhorrent,  as  to  that  of  a  republic;  it  is 
essentially  repugnant  to  that  spirit  of  independence,  peculiarly 
the  inspiration  of  liberty,  and  the  operation  of  equal  rights  and 
laws.  While,  however,  to  the  extension  of  the  system  beyond 
the  natural  ability  of  the  state,  is  mainly  to  be  attributed  her 
present  and  prospective  fiscal  embarrassments,  causes  connect¬ 
ed  with  the  prosecution  of  the  work,  operated  to  increase,  to  a 
very  considerable  amount,  the  pecuniary  expenditure.  A  waste 
of  the  public  funds  from  deficiency  of  talent  in  practical,  civil  en¬ 
gineering  in  the  first  instance,  would  be  inevitable;  and  the 
subsequent  interference  of  politics,  has  been  a  source  of  much 
improvident  expenditure.  The  first  of  these  causes  is  now  pre¬ 
sumed  obviated,  the  latter  continues  to  operate,  and  will  re¬ 
quire  for  its  correction  the  utmost  firmness  and  patriotism. 

That  public  confidence  has  been  impaired  is  certain,  but  to 
determine  the  aggregate  amount  of  pecuniary  loss  from  this 
paralizing  and  pernicious  influence  is  measurably  impracticable. 
A  review  of  the  progress  of  the  construction  of  the  western 


section  of  the  Pennsylvania  Canal,  and  particularly  of  the  con¬ 
duct  of  those  who,  for  the  last  three  years,  have  been  in  charge 
of  this  section  of  the  public  works,  it  is  believed  will  afford  use¬ 
ful  instruction  on  this  point.  The  design  of  the  remarks  sub¬ 
mitted  in  this  place,  however,  is  merely  the  suggestion  of  dala 
for  legislative  enquiry,  which,  perhaps,  would  otherwise  elude 
the  most  severe  scrutiny,  in  presenting  them,  I  shall  offer  no 
apology,  pretending  to  no  motives  other  than  public  justice,  and 
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the  manifestation  of  truth;  and  because  it  is  believed  the  heav¬ 
iest  item  of  the  public  expense  has  fallen  here.  In  the  autumn 
of  1826  that  part  of  this  line  of  canal,  extending  from  a  point 
near  i  ittsburgh  to  the  Junction  of  the  Kiskeminetas  with  the 
Allegheny  river,  was  put  under  contract;  in  the  spring  of  the 
ensuing  year,  a  further  location  of  the  line,  extending  up  the 
Sisheminetas  to  a  point  on  that  stream,  was  put  under  contract; 
e  d  in  the  autumn  of  this  year  the  location  extended  to  Blairs- 
vilie,  uia  line  on  the  Allegheny  river,  being,  in  the  mean  time, 
also  extended  from  Pine  creek,  (the  point  whence  the  location  of 
1826  commenced)  to  Pittsburgh.  In  the  summer  of  1828  the 
location  was  extended  to  Johnstown,  and  put  under  contract; 
thus  the  whole  distance,  extending  from  Pittsburgh  to  a  point 
near  Johnstown,  the  contemplated  eastern  termination  of  this 
division  of  the  canal,  and  rising  100  miles,  was,  in  less  than 
three  years  from  its  commencement,  put  under  contract;  and 
the  first  seventy  miles  of  it,  extending  from  Pittsburgh  to  J31aira- 
ville,  completed  and  ready  for  use. 

Such  a  rapid  progress  in  the  execution  of  the  work,  was  ex¬ 
tremely  flattering  to  the  friends  of  the  canal,  and  it  may,  per¬ 
haps,  be  safely  affirmed,  when  the  nature  of  the  country  through 
which  this  canal  passed,  is  considered,  that  the  rapidity  of  its 
progress  to  completion,  was  unexampled  in  the  annals  of  civil 
engineering  in  any  country.  The  master  spirit  that  presided, 
and  that  gave  the  impetus  up  to  this  period  was  Abner  Lacock. 
This  gentleman  iiad  been  the  early  pioneer  of  the  canal  system 
in  Pennsylvania,  he  had,  with  a  patriotic  ardor,  peculiar  to  his 
character,  devoted  gratuitously  much  time  in  the  preparatory 
explorations,  and  thus,  with  great  natural  abilities,  combining 
equally,  experience  and  uncommon  energy  of  character,  he  was 
pre-eminently  fitted  for  the  duties  of  an  acting  canal  commis¬ 
sioner.  Whatever  misfortunes,  therefore,  may  have  subsequent¬ 
ly  attended  our  canal  operations,  the  appointment  of  this  gen¬ 
tleman  to  the  superintendance  of  the  western  section  of  the 
Pennsylvania  canal,  in  the  first  instance,  must  be  regarded  as 
peculiarly  fortunate  and  happy.  At  a  period  when  the  vvnole 
iscal  power  of  the  state  is  concentrated,  and  in  active  requisi¬ 
tion  for  the  attainment  of  an  important  object;  public  virtue 
and  prudence  demand  that  the  best  talents  of  the  country  should 
be  employed  for  its  direction.  And  at  such  a  period  the  with¬ 
drawal  of  talents  so  peculiarly  fitted,  is  impolitic  in  the  extreme; 
but  in  the  delirium  of  resentful  ambition,  virtue  ceases  her  in- 
ihrence—  the  public  interest  is  set  at  defiance,  and  Mr.  Lacock 
obliged  to  retire. 
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This  event  was  followed  by  the  removal  also  of  Mr.  James  D. 
Harris,  the  Engineer  upon  this  line.  From  the  operation  of 
general  laws,  changes  and  revolutions  are  necessary  to  all 
healthful  action.  It  is  the  conservative  principle  for  perrennial 
renovation  in  the  material  system,  moral  and  physical;  and  it 
isperhapsin  pursuanceofthis  principle  that  the  power  to  change 
the  administration  of  civil  affairs  in  government,  is  found  the 
best  security  against  corruption  and  abuse:  the  salutary  opera¬ 
tion  of  the  principle,  however,  is  limited,  and  circumstances 
may  render  its  application  equally  deliterious.  In  the  fact  of 
changing  the  canal  commissioner  anti  engineer,  upon  an  unfin¬ 
ished  line,  the  presumption  in  reason,  is  perhaps  in  favor  of  in¬ 
creased  vigor  and  economy  in  the  prosecution  of  the  work;  but 
in  the  instance  before  us,  it  is  notorious  that  the  contrary  has 
happened ;  and  upon  this  line  the  change  of  these  officers,  as 
will  be  seen,  has  been  notoriously  disastrous.  The  completion 
of  the  unfinished  sections  of  the  line  has  been  delayed,  and 
from  a  manifestly  corrupt  negligence  in  the  attention  to. the 
preservation  and  security  of  the  newly  finished  section  of  the 
line,  the  necessity  of  expensive  repairs  has  been  involved,  and 
the  navigation  suspended,  thereby  inflicting  the  most  ruinous 
sacrifices  of  the  public  money,  and  of  individual -property;  and, 
moreover,  of  producing  distrust  in  the  public  mind,  as  to  the 
feasibility  and  utility  of  the  whole  work.  The  loss  of  the  dam 
at  Leechburgh,  by  the  freshet  in  the  month  of  July,  '31,  it  is 
known  suspended  navigation  upon  the  canal  from  that  period 
until  late  the  present  season;  by  this  disaster  the  public  advan¬ 
tages  from  the  canal  trade  were  entirely  lost  for  a  period  of  ten 
months — by  it  the  Kiskeminetas  salt  manufactures  were  neces¬ 
sarily  excluded  from  their  accustomed  market,  and  the  accumu¬ 
lated  article,  to  the  amount  of  25,000  barrels,  was  destroyed  by 
the  unprecedented  freshet  of  the  10th  of  February,  :32.  That 
the  loss  of  this  dam  proceeded  from  culpable  neglect,  and  not 
from  any  defect  in  the  original  construction,  is  a  fact  suscepti¬ 
ble  of  the  clearest  proof.  The  Ligonier  line,  was  postponed 
from  the  autumn  of’29,  the  stipulated  period  in  the  contracts 
for  its  completion,  until  the  fall  of  the  ensuing  year. — The  Al¬ 
legheny  Portage,  the  great  connecting  link ;  and  upon  the  spee¬ 
dy  construction  of  which  the  success,  perhaps,  of  the  whole 
system  depended,  remains  yet  unfinished,  and  will  require  ano¬ 
ther  year,  or  perhaps  a  longer  period  for  its  final  construction, 
although  the  present  autumn  had  been  the  utmost  limit  of  the 
time  required  by  Mr.  Lacock  for  its  completion.  This  procras¬ 
tination  in  the  prosecution  of  the  work,  and  tbs  wanton  expen- 
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-titure  of  the  public  money,  have,  it  is  to  be  feared,  exerted  an  - 
unmerited  influence  in  relation  to  the  entire  expediency  of  the 
canal.  That  the  speedy  and  the  durable  construction  of  it, 
however,  is  neither  impracticable,  ruinously  expensive,  nor  in¬ 
expedient,  is  unquestionably  true.  The  distrust,  however,  that 
is  now  abroad  in  the  public  mind  upon  these  points,  is  not  with¬ 
out  good  reason;  but  that  the  consequences  of  the  mal-admin- 
istration  of  unfaithful  public  agents  should  be  visited  upon  the 
essential  character  of  the  work;  and  thus  to  weaken  public  con¬ 
fidence,  the  main  spring  to  public  action,  is  equally  unjust  and 
ruinous.  The  pecuniary  loss  in  tolls,  in  repairs,  in  wanton  and 
useless  modifications  for  pretended  improvements,  has  been 
great,  but  the  moral  stab  to  reputation,  may  be  irreparable — 

Who  steals  my  purse,  steals  trash,  ’ tis  something,  nothing, 

’Twas  mine,  ’ tis  his,  anti  has  been  slave  to  thot»sands,  but  he 

That  filches  from  me  my  good  name,  robs  me  of  that 

Which  nought  enriches  him,  and  makes  me  poor  indeed. 

To  wantonly  negative  the  verity  of  existing  facts,  is  the  delu¬ 
sion  of  the  mind.  But  incredulity  justly  resists  the  presump¬ 
tion  of  credibility  in  the  relation  of  facls,  unconnected  with  cau¬ 
ses,  and  not  apparently  the  legitimate  deductions  of  reason  and 
experience.  To  negative,  therefore,  the  avowal  of  the  fact  that 
the  disasters  upon  the  line  subsequently  to  the  removal  of 
Messrs.  Lacockand  Harris,  were  necessarily  involved,  the.  par¬ 
ty  relations,  character,  and  views  of  the  persons  appointed  to  the 
subsequent  management,  must  be  stated.  It  is  known  that  up¬ 
on  the  removal  of  Mr.  Lacock  in  the  spring  of  1829  Mr.  James 
S.  Stevenson,  was  appointed  to  succeed  him.  Or  more  cor¬ 
rectly,  Mr.  LacoclTs  removal  was  the  effect  of  that  appoint¬ 
ment.  Of  the  reputation  of  this  gentleman,  however,  it  is  not  .■ 
my  design  to  speak;  slumbering  with  the  dead,  charity  shrouds 
it  in  her  unfading  mantle,  and  consecrates  it  to  peace;  nor  of 
his  character  further  than  events  with  which  it  has  been  con¬ 
nected,  may  render  necessary,  paramount  homage  to  the  pub- 
lic, thus  far  dissolving  the  inductions  ofthat  sacred  virtue.  By  ( 
profession  a  politician,  and  by  nature  peculiarly  gifted,  he,  in 
the  phrenzy  of  Jacksonism,  in  a  limited  sphere  became  astarof  1 
the  first  magnitude;  all  was  for  the  good  of  the  country,  and  the  i 
country  was  all  for  Jackson.  In  the  paradoxical  morality  of 
political  patriotism,  an  apology,  is  found  for  every  measure, 1 
however,  unmeaning;  senseless,  or  impolitic;  but  the  appoint- 1| 
ment  of  Mr.  Stevenson  should  be  regarded  as  it  truly  was  by 
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himself,  a  necessarily  connected  incident  in  the  expansion  of  his 
own  ambition. 

To  secure  exclusively  the  enduring  monument  of  honor,  that 
would  necessarily  attach  to  the  completion  of  the  magnificent 
undertaking  over  which  he  had  been  called  to  preside,  was  e- 
qually  as  important  as  it  was  an  essential  preliminary.  Collat¬ 
eral  only,  and  in  subserviency  to  ulterior  views,  it  was  of  minor 
importance  that  he  was  uninitiated,  and  of  course  unacquainted 
with  the  practical  details  of  the  official  duty.  Notoriously  th« 
architect  of  his  own  fortune,  as  he  had  been,  and  raised  into 
power  by  the  fury  of  the  times ;  it  was  by  an  inverted  system 
of  ethicks  that  his  greatness  was  to  be  consummated .  In  amib- 
tion  no  partnerships  are  admitted;  and  to  concede  merit  in  his 
predecessor  to  any  extent,  was  deemed  inconsistent — to  remov* 
all  presumption  of  incumbrance,  &  to  perfect  his  title  to  the  en¬ 
tire  credit,  an  implacable  hostility  to  Mr.  Lacock  and  his  chief 
engineers,  became  an  essential  part  of  the  new  system.  Char¬ 
ity  would  vindicate  the  lot  of  fallen  humanity,  but  justice,  stem 
to  her  purpose,  requires  the  exhibition  of  truth.  It  is  believed 
that  there  existed  no  facts  or  circumstances,  aside  from  political 
relations,  from  which  an  apology  could  be  deduced  for  the  un¬ 
relenting  malevolence  which,  in  this  instance,  every  whers 
characterised  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Stevenson.  As  truly,  there¬ 
fore,  as  was  the  existence  of  the  fact,  is  the  inference  irresisti¬ 
ble,  that  it  proceeded. alone  from  that  spirit  to  which  no  ties  are 
sacred ;  which,  in  its  insatiate  rage,  annihilates  every  affection, 
and  remorselessly  assassinates  the  dearest  kindred .  The  first 
official  report  submitted  by  Mr.  Stevenson  to  the  Board  of  ca¬ 
nal  commissioners,  sufficiently  indicates  the  temper  and  spirit 
with  which  he  approached  the  public  works.  This  document, 
misconceived,  for  an  exhibition  of  the  state  of  the  public  works, 
was  replete  with  misrepresentation,  uncharitable,  false  and  ma¬ 
lignant  inference;  it  was  substantially  an  indictment — a  written 
accusation,  preferred  upon  oath,  against  the  reputation  of  Mr. 
Lacock  and  his  engineers — the  charges  laid  were  dishonesty , 
ignorance  and  incapacity ,  the  overt  acts  (and  by  which  the  quo 
animo  was  made  to  appear)  were  a  vast  amount  of  labor  unneces¬ 
sarily  performed,  and  of  money  unnessarily  expended.  To  re¬ 
pel  the  insidious  innuendos,  Mr.  Lacock  was  forced  to  appear 
and  reply.  Distrust  and  suspicion,  moreover,  had  rendered  alt 
friendly  relation  with  Mr.  Lacock  inconsistent  with  public  con¬ 
fidence;  all,  therefore,  who  did  not  denounce  that  gentleman 
were  necessarily  under  the  ban  of  proscription,  and  thus  the  who!* 

* 


of  the  newly  invested  official  power  assumed  the  form  of  ‘stead¬ 
fast  hate,  strangely  forgetful.’ 

“That  with  reiterated  crime  he  might 
'•Heap  on  himself  damnation,  while  he  sought 
“Evil  to  others!” 

To  those  who  are  circumstantially  unacquainted  with  the  trans¬ 
actions  referred  to,  these  remarks  perhaps  may  appear  irrelev- 
alent.  Justin  itself,  deference  to  this  sentiment  will  requir* 
that  an  apology  should  be  given.  The  unfortunate  fate  of  tna 
Leechburgh  dam,  and  the  disasters  consequent  thereto,  are  no¬ 
torious.  Apparently  proceeding  from  causes  transcending  hu- 
man  prudence  and  control,  public  confidence  in  the  feasibility 
of  the  permanent  construction  of  that  work  became  invalidated, 
and  the  reputation  ofthe  canal  thereby  (as  has  been  elsewhere 
observed)  materially  affected.  It  is,  however,  an  existing  fact, 
that  the  odium  is  unmerited;  and  to  trace  the  ruin,  and  to  sep¬ 
arate  and  attach  it  to  the  true  cause,  is  the  necessity  of  intro¬ 
ducing  Mr.  Stevenson  in  this  place,  clothed  in  the  character 
which  he  assumed:  this  necessity  is  strengthened  by  the  fact, 
that  the  emission  of  this  malign  influence  produced  in  the  de¬ 
partment  of  Engineers  a  vacuum,  which,  true  to  general  laws,  it 
supplied  by  materials)  more  congenial  j  and  remaining  in  the 

public  service  the  claims  of  these  to  future  confidence  will  be 
seen  justly  to  be  distrusted.  It  is  then  apposite  and  necessary 
to  speak 

“Of  man’s  first  disobedience,  and  the  fruit 
“Of  that  forbidden  tree,  whose  mortal  taste 
“Brought  death  into  the  world,  and  all  our  woe.” 

Armed  with  the  power  and  inflated  with  resentment,  Mr. 
Stevenson  proceeded  to  the  discharge  of  his  official  duties. 
Among  the  first  of  his  acts,  was  the  violent  expulsion  from  the 
public  service,  of  (as  already  stated)  Mr.  James  D.  Harris. 
This  gentleman,  with  habits  of  untiring  industry,  had  been  ini¬ 
tiated  with  the  first  inception  of  our  canal  operations;  of  stem 
integrity  and  solid  worth,  his  removal  at  this  particular  crisis, 
is  justly  impeachable,  as  in  violation  of  every  principle  of  pru¬ 
dential  regard  to  public  good — and  without  an  acquaintance 
with  the  character,  views  and  feelings  of  Mr.  Stevenson,  would 
remain  inexplicable.  The  successor  to  Mr  Harris  was  Syl¬ 
vester  Welsh,  Esq.;  whether  this  gentleman  was  selected  on 
the  ground  of  superior,  or  of  his  peculiar  qualifications,  is  un¬ 
inown;  the  event  however  verifies  that  he  was  admirably  suit* 


«d.  In  a  high  degree  insidiously  bland,  subtle  and  crafty,  with 
no  inconsiderable  industry  and  professional  science,  he  was  fit' 
ted  equally  a  time-server  and  an  engineer.  With  congenial  na¬ 
tures,  therefore,  the  meeting  of  these  gentlemen  was  an  instan¬ 
taneous  collapse.  Entire  subserviency  was  rendered,  not  only 
with  alacrity  but  energy.  Happy  in  such  an  acquisition,  Mr. 
Stevenson  justly  congratulated  himself:  but  it  was  the  chuck- 
ling  of  safan,  at  the  triumph  of  sin. 

About  the  last  of  September,  1829,  and  near  three  months 
after  Mr.  Harris  had  been  driven  off,  and  four  months  subse¬ 
quently  to  the  appointment  of  himself,  Mr.  Welsh,  with  a  cab¬ 
inet  ably,  and  appositely  constituted,  commenced  operations 
upon  the  line.  It  has  already  been  stated,  and  perhaps  not 
without  the  imputation  of  taxing  the  credulity  of  the  reader,  it 
is  again  repeated,  that  the  monopoly  of  the  entire  credit  in  the 
construction  of  the  work,  entered  essentially  into  the  scheme  of 
Mr.  Stevenson.  Mr.  Welsh’s  professional  pride  was  equally 
enlisted,  and  to  blast  the  reputation  of  their  predecessors,  as  it 
was  necessary,  it  became  a  joint  interest.  This  fact  must  be 
bor'ne  in  mind;  with  it  every  thing  can  be  satisfactorily  explain¬ 
ed,  without  it  all  is  inexplicable  and  paradoxical.  When  not 
only  the  etiquette  of  office,  but  entire  practical  ignorance  of 
the  official  duties,  imperiously  required  it;  why  did  Mr.. Steven¬ 
son,  on  assuming  the  duty,  although  by  a  mutual  friend  pressed 
to  it,  sullenly  decline  all  friendly  intercourse  with  Mr.  Lacock? 
And  why  did  Mr.  Welsh  uniformly  decline  official  correspon¬ 
dence  wi'h  Mr.  Harris,  when  justice  to  the  unsatisfied  claims  of 
the  toiling  thousands  upon  the  line  imperiously  demanded  it? 
But  conscious  guilt  paralized  by  cowardice,  seelrs  concealment 
behind  the  curtain  of  shame.  The  indomitable  and  obdurate 
pride  of  tyranny  is  without  endurance;  there  is  no  medium  be¬ 
tween  tyranny  and  slavery;  and  resistance  to  the  will  of  the  ty¬ 
rant  is  death  to  the  unhappy  wight.  That  this  was  the  relatior 
of  Messrs.  Stevenson  and  Welsh,  is  perhaps  less  notorious  thaj 
true;  graduated  theiefore  in  the  school  of  a  master,  and  in  en 
tire  subserviency  to  his  will,  Mr.  Welsh  proceeded.  It  haa 
been  stated  that  the  disasters  upon  the  finished  section  of  the 
line  proceeded  from  corrupt  negligence ,  that  modifications  of 
the  work,  under  the  pretext  of  improvements,  and  repairs,  and 
by  which  considerable  expense  was  incurred,  was  wanton,  use¬ 
less  and  unnecessary.  These  averments  were  not  without  a 
strict  attention  to  facts;  and  now  having,  by  way  of  induce¬ 
ment,  set  forth  the  character  of  the  principal  actors,  I  shall  pro¬ 
ceed  to  the  specifications.  It  will  be  recollected  that  the  Ligo- 
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nier  line  was  located  and  put  under  contract  daring  the  sum¬ 
mer  of ’28 — that  by  the  contracts  its  completion  was  designed 
for  the  ensuing  year.  On  the  4th  of  July,  however,  this  year 
Mr.  Harris,  under  whose  immediate  supervision  this  line  had 
been  commenced,  was  (as  lias  been  elsewhere  stated)  by  the 
management  of  Mr.  Stevenson  dismissed.  From  this  period, 
therefore,  until  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Welsh,  which  we  have  seen, 
was  not  till  near  the  first  of  October,  there  was  no  engineer  up¬ 
on  the  line.  The  principal  plans,  however,  had  been  given, 
and  the  season  being  unusually  favorable  for  canal  operations, 
the  contractors  continued  with  the  utmost  vigor  to  prosecute 
the  work.  This  was  the  situation  of  this  line;  about  one  hun¬ 
dred  experienced  contractors,  with  more  than  fifteen  hundred 
men  in  their  employ ;  all  animated  and  inspired  with  the  abiding 
spirit  of  Lacock.  The  unlucky  visitation  however,  of  the 
Omnipotent  fiat,  of  Welsh,  alarmed  and  put  every  thing  to 
confusion  and  flight.  Mr.  W elsh,  in  the  manner  I  have  stated, 
proceeded  to  the  examination  of  the  line;  without  acquaintance 
or  having  seen  his  predecessor,  and  for  whom  (charged  as  ha 
was  with  the  magnetick  influence  of  Stev'ensonism)  he  enter¬ 
tained  professionally,  the  most  sovereign  contempt;  from  him, 
therefore,  no  information  was  sought  or  required.  With  the 
whole  amount  of  treatment  that  was  inflicted,  I  pretend  not  to 
be  acquainted,  nor  doubtless  has  all  seen  the  light;  as  the  cabi¬ 
net  were  known  to  have  been  extremely  occluse.  However, 
under  the  name  of  improvements ,  it  was  determined  to  intro¬ 
duce  a  change  in  the  plan  of  the  locks,  and  of  the  abutments 
of  the  dams.  The  construction  of  these  was  in  progress,  and 
constituted  a  heavy  item.  In  pursuance  of  this  determination, 
the  contractors  received  orders  to  suspend  the  work,  until  new 
plans  should  be  given;  this  produced  partial  evil  both  ways, 
the  delay,  ruinous  to  the  contractors;  and  the  modification  ex¬ 
pensive,  with  no  advantage.  There  had  been  seven  of  the 
locks  completed  upon  the  original  plan,  the  walls  of  the  these 
extending  from  30  to  50  feet  from  the  head,  downward, 
and  embracing  perhaps  one  third  of  the  whole  amount  of  ma¬ 
sonry  in  each  lock,  were  for  the  purpose  of  introducing  the  in¬ 
tended  new  plan  razed  to  the  foundation.  The  amount  of  the 
final  estimates,  for  the  rebuilding  of  these  I  have  not  learned :  1 
there  was  however,  a  similar  improvement  inflicted  upon  three 
kicks  on  the  Allegheny  line,  under  the  name  of  repairs ;  the 
gross  of  the  final  estimates  upon  these,  was  rising  $4,600,  being 
an  average  of  $1,600,  for  each.  This  amount  therefore,  I 
shall  assume  for  that  of  the  locks  oa  the  Ligonier  line — 2dlj? 
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connected  with  the  dams,  there  had  been  2250  perches  of  ma¬ 
sonry  expended  in  the  construction  of  pier  heads,  these  were 
suppressed,  the  masonry  paid  for  at  $1,62|,  per  perch,  and 
abutments  substituted,  equally  expensive,  but  infinitely  less 
substantial,  safe  or  useful.  The  3d  item  of  tricked  waste,  that 
I  shall  enumerate  upon  this  line,  was  the  employment  of  four 
supernumerary  sub-assistant  engineers,  and  one  rodman  also 
supernumerary,  viz:  Messrs.  Miller,  Roberts,  Griffin,  Brown, 
and  Powers,  these  with  Mr.  Wolford,  a  wise  sort  of  a  man,  that 
has  been  since  sent  to  the  east,  constituted  the  court  party  and 
cabinet  proper  of  Mr.  Welsh.  They  were  engaged  upon  new 
plans,  crttical  and  scientific  examinations  and  estimates,  from 
October,  till  April,  being  6  months.  The  gross  amount  of 
their  salaries  at  $45  per  month  for  the  rodman,  and  $60,  do. 
for  the  others,  is  $1,710.  These  it  will  be  recollected,  were  in 
addition  to  the  regularly  constituted  number  of  engineers,  as 
organized  upon  this  line  by  Mr.  Harris,  and  who  were  retained 
upon  it,  up  to  the  period  to  which  I  reckon  the  salaries  of  those. 
On  the  line  below  Blairsville,  Mr.  Welsh  razed  one  lock  entire, 
and  the  heads  of  three  others,  all  of  which  were  rebuilt  under 
the  head  of  repairs-,  as  I  have  not  learned  the  amount  of  the 
final  estimate  upon  these,  I  shall  apply,  as  on  the  Ligonier  line, 
the  standard  given  by  those  on  the  Allegheny.  The  amount 
wickedly  expended  upon  the  whole  extent  of  the  line  as  stated, 
and  enumerated,  including  also,  three  locks  on  the  section  con¬ 
necting  the  Monongahela,  will  therefore  stand  thus:  seven 
locks  on  the  Ligonier  line,  four  do.  on  the  old  line  below 
Blairsville,  three  do  on  the  Allegheny,  and  three  do.  on  the 
section  connecting  with  the  Monongahela,  making  in  all  seven¬ 
teen  locks  razed  and  rebuilt  as  aforesaid  at  $1,500  per  lock. 

Thus,  17  locks  at  $1,500  per  lock,  -  -  $25,500 

2,250  perches  of  masonry  sunk  in  pier  heads  on  1  „„ 

Ligonier  line,  at  $1,62|-  per  perch,  j 

3d)y,  amount  paid  supernumerary  engineers,  1,710 


$30,866 

Thus  has  $30,866  been  wantonly  wasted;  I  have  stated  the 
fact,  with  its  circumstances,  and  shall  leave  it.  But  why  is 
$1,500,  more  or  less  expended  in  the  alteration  of  a  lock,  (as 
upon  the  Ligonier  line,  and  upon  the  Monongahela  section,) 
just  finished  in  a  substantial  manner,  and  upon  a  plan  approv¬ 
ed  in  the  construction  of  the  most  important  canals  in  the 
union?  This  Mr.  Welsh  has  done,  and  after  this  the  wonder 
is  that  in  the  rage  to  erase  the  image  of  his  predecessors,  all 
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the  locks  on  the  old  line,  have  not  been  thrown  down.  It  has 
been  assumed  that  from  a  manifestly  corrupt  negligence  in  the  at¬ 
tention  to  the  preservation  &  security  of  the  newly  finished  line, 
the  necessity  of  expensive  repairs,  has  been  involved,  and  the  na¬ 
vigation  suspended,  &  it  is  in  verification  of  that  assumption,  that 
I  now  come  to  a  more  particular  consideration  of  the  Leechburgh 
dam.  In  this  instance,  it  must  be  observed,  that  the  extent  of 
the  calamity,  is  by  no  means  determined  by  the  immediate  pe¬ 
cuniary  loss.  In  devising  the  mode  of  improving  the  naviga¬ 
tion  upon  this  river  originally;  the  erection  of  dams,  as  it  was 
experimental,  was  deemed  by  many,  hazardous  and  ineligible. 
In  the  fate  of  this  dam,  therefore,  doubts  have  been  realized; 
and  public  confidence  injuriously  affected.  Its  locality  as  con¬ 
nected  with  the  entire  line  of  which  it  is  a  part,  is  also  a  mate¬ 
rial  fact,  in  estimating  its  importance,  and  for  the  information 
of  those  who  are  unacquainted;  it  will  be  relevant  to  state,  that 
it  is  situated  eqidistant  between  Blairsville  and  Pittsburgh, 
and  thirty-six  miles  from  the  latter  place — that  it  is  the  feeder 
for  the  whole  extent  of  the  canal  to  Pittsburgh,  and  situated 
as  it  is  on  the  Kiskiminetas,  immediately  below  the  salt-works 
on  that  stream,  the  natural  navigation  obstructed  as  it  is  by  nu¬ 
merous  other  dams,  as  well  as  by  this,  its  destruction,  is  neces-  i 
sarily,  and  substantially  a  disruption  of  the  navigation  upon 
the  entire  line  to  Blairsville,  and  to  Johnstown — a  rupture  or 
the  fracture  of  a  limb,  may  be  inconvenient  or  painful,  but  the 
decay  of  the  heart,  is  instant  mortality  to  the  whole  system. 

If  then  it  appear  that  the  loss  of  this  dam,  proceeded  from  neg¬ 
ligence,  and  that  negligence  corrupt,  eternal  execration,  is  the 
merited  and  just  reward  of  those  to  whom  its  care  has  been 
confided.  It  was  27  feet  in  height,  with  the  hills  on  either  side, 
rising  abrubtly  from  the  margin,  the  bed  of  the  liver  rising  400  1 
feet  in  width,  was  level,  and  an  indurated  gravel,  the  scile  was  ] 
favorable  and  had  been  selected,  and  the  dam  located  by  Na¬ 
than  S.  Roberts,  under  the  eye  and  approbation  of  Mr.  I, acock ;  i 
of  the  skill  and  judgment  of  Mr.  Roberts  as  an  engineer,  it  is 
unneSsary  to  remark;  the  attestation  of  Dewitt  Clinton  however, 
is  a  sufficient  diploma  to  the  merit  of  any  man.  The  con-1 
tractors  to  whom  the  immediate  construction  was  confided,  were 
Messrs.  Leech  and  Trux,  men  of  integrity,  and  perhaps  the  !  | 
most  efficient  in  the  country.  But  that  the  bed  of  the  river  under  -I 
such  circumstances,  would  corrode  by  the  furious  action  of  the  '  I 
torrents  of  water  and  timber,  that  are  known  sometimes  to  I 
be  precipitated  here,  is  palpable  to  the  plain  sense  of  every  II 
man.  The  final  construction,  it  will  be  recollected,  was  effec.il 
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ted  during  the  summer  of  ’28,  in  the  ensuing  spring,  its  guar¬ 
dianship,  was  assumed  by  the  new  dynasty;  it  remained  as  left 
by  its  makers,  and  unnoticed  during  the  summers  of  ’29  and 
’30;  in  this  time  the  action  of  the  water,  as  was  natural,  had 
corroded  the  bed  of  the  river  in  the  middle  of  the  stream,  and 
immediately  below  and  under  the  apron,  to  the  depth  of  20  feet, 
or  perhaps  more.  Mr.  Leech,  who  resides  at  the  dam,  and 
also  the  proprietor  of  valuable  mills  there,  alarmed  for  its  fate, 
warned  the  patriots  cf  the  necessity  of  supplying  this  vacuum 
with  loose  rock,  but  this  necessary  precaution  notwithstanding 
was  neglected;  the  corrosion  was  continued  until  the  freshet  of 
July  ’31,  completed  the  catastrophe.  The  base  was  blown  out 
from  below,  by  the  intensity  of  the  reaction  from  an  unusually 
increased  volumn;  and  thus  the  superincumbent  mass,  100 
feet  in  length,  sunk  to  “ruin  and  confusion”  in  the  boiling  abyss 
below,  leaving  however,  the  abutments  on  both  sides  of  the  ri¬ 
ver  with  a  considerable  portion  of  the  body  of  the  dam  attach¬ 
ed,  and  the  guard  lock  standing.  Thus  is  described,  as  it  hap¬ 
pened,  the  progress  and  decline  of  this  ill-fated  work,  but  it  has 
fallen  like  the  Roman  power,  by  the  corruption  of  man.  The 
legislature  should  know  it,  the  world  should  know  it,  that  the 
unjust  imputations  that  have  been  cast,  should  be  detached, 
and  thrown  upon  the  jesuitical  politicians  that  have  been  the 
authors  of  the  ruin.  This  disaster  happened  in  the  latter  end 
of  July,  as  already  stated — it  suspended  navigation  upon  the 
entire  line  from  that  period  until  the  beginning  of  August,  the 
present  year,  when  it  was  again  resumed;  being  a  lapse  of  near 
13  months;  deducting  however,  for  a  severe  winter,  there  was 
10  months  of  active  time  lost.  Experience  has  shown  that  the 
amount  of  tolls  per  month  upon  this  line,  averaged  near  $6000, 
deducting  for  charity,  I  shall  set  it  at  $5000,  and  the  loss  sus¬ 
tained  is  $50,000.  Prompted  by  vital  necessity,  the  re-estab¬ 
lishment  of  the  dam,  became  with  the  patriots,  a  subject  of  the 
most  serious  deliberation.  It  was  ultimately  determined  how¬ 
ever,  that  the  scite  and  ruins  of  the  old  dam,  be  abandoned, 
and  an  entire  new  one  substituted  immediately  below  it,  and 
Mr.  Leech’s  mills — and  by  which,  these  would  necessarily  be 
destroyed.  Previously,  however,  to  the  relation  of  ulterior 
measures  and  events,  it  should  be  premised,  that  as  in  physics, 
the  extent  and  accuracy  of  our  knowledge  of  causes  and  of  ef¬ 
fects,  and  their  various  relations,  as  derived  from  reasoning,  a 
nriori  and  a  posteriori,  equally  depend  upon  the  extent  and  ac- 
ruracy  of  our  acquaintance  with  the  “nature  and  properties”  of 
rodies,  and  that  in  the  absence  of  these,  knowledge  is  at  an  end. 
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So  to  satisfactorily  account  for  a  measure,  which,  when  cort* 
nected  with  existing  facts,  which  the  exigency  presented,  evi¬ 
dently  contradicted  all  ordinary  experience — it  will  be  necessa¬ 
ry  to  attend  to  the  nature  and  properties  of  the  body  whence  it 
proceeded. 

The  direction  of  the  location,  and  the  construction  of  the 
work,  is  the  legitimate  province  of  the  chief  engineer ;  from  this 
the  duties  of  the  canal  commissioners,  are  distinct,  and  col¬ 
lateral.  The  engineer  may  in  difficult  cases  take  counsel,  but 
his  own  judgement,  is  paramount,  and  the  whole  responsibility, 
is  upon  him.  It  is  notorious  however,  that  Mr.  Welsh,  was 
but  a  cypher,  and  that  to  be  used  before,  or  behind,  as  occasion  * 
might  require.  Tn  the  instance  before  us,  he  was  placed  be¬ 
hind,  the  responsibility  assumed,  and  the  location  determined 
by  a  majority  of  the  board  of  canal  commissioners;  I  say  a  ma¬ 
jority,  because  Mr.  Mitchel,  opposed  and  recorded  his  vote  a- 
gainst  it.  Having  thus  traced  this  abused  exertion  of  usurped 
power,  to  the  president  of  the  board  of  canal  commissioners,  and 
his  coadjutor  Mr.  Clarke,  with  the  knowledge  of  Mr.  Steven¬ 
son’s  character,  as  already  detailed,  the  reader  is  aware  of  the 
principles  operating;  and  by  which  he  would  necessarily  be  gov¬ 
erned.  This  gentleman,  however,  in  this  instance  had  an  ad¬ 
ditional  object  of  hate  to  be  disposed  of.  Mr.  David  Leech, 
who,  as  before  observed,  had  a  valuable  property  in  mills  at  this  i 
dam,  and  which  were  involved  in  a  common  destruction,  had  j 
opposed  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Stevenson  in  the  first  instance, 
had  stubbornly  persisted  in  that  opposition,  and  had  insultingly 
blazoned  the  obnoxious  name  “Gen.  Lacock,”  on  one  of  his 
(Leech’s)  canal  boats,  for  these  offences  he  had  become  equal-  I 
ly  obnoxious.  When,  therefore,  the  subject  of  the  re-establish¬ 
ment  of  the  work  presented  itself,  malevolence  elevated  her 
crest,  and  her  votary  thought  of  Leech — he  thought  of  Lacock, 
and  his  ignorant  engineers ,  and  the  thought  of  an  entire  new 
dam  upon  a  new  scite  was  congenial ;  it  would  cast  a  reflection 
upon  the  old  scite  and  its  projectors — it  would  ruin  Leech;  and 
the  credit  of  a  permanent  structure,  would  be  all  his  own. 
Upon  these  principles  then  the  allegation  is,  that  the  fiat  of  Mr. 
Stevenson  proceeded,  that  he  was  omnipotent  in  this -affair,  is 
conceded;  but  the  meanness  of  Mr.  Clarke,  is  necessarily  im¬ 
plied.  An  apology,  therefore,  for  this  gentleman,  should  in 
this  place  be  presented.  Like  his  deceased  compeer,  he  is  by 
profession  a  politician,  and  with  equal  ambition,  but  less  talent, 
he  has  been  equally  successful  in  his  trade;  but  when  experience 
has  shown  that  a  faithless  apprentice  and  sailor,  made  a  jesuit- 


ical  magistrate,  it  would  be  a  paradox  to  find,  the  politician  an 
honest  canal  commissioner. 

Characterised  thus  with  congenial  views,  ulterior  success 
would  justify  the  necessity  of  mutual  concessions,  in  matters 
of  minor  importance.  That  therefore  Mr.  Clark  in  this  instance, 
yielded  his  judgment  to  policy,  and  that  on  his  part  equally  the 
whole  was  a  political  manoeuvre,  is  perfectly  consonant  to  the 
general  character  of  the  man.  Having  thus  stated  the  princi¬ 
ples  of  action ,  I  shall  proceed  to  the  action  itself,  and  leave  it. 

As  soon,  therefore,  as  Mr.  Welsh  became  apprised  of  the 
failure  of  the  dam,  he,  with  his  usual  alacrity,  and  despatch,  re¬ 
paired  to  the  scene.  Alarmed  at  the  extent  of  the  injury,  he 
instantly  waited  upon  his  master,  reported  the  fact,  and  in  char¬ 
acteristic  humility,  solicited  his  advice  and  orders.  On  receiv¬ 
ing  the  intelligence,  Mr.  Stevenson  (as  was  usual  on  like  occa¬ 
sions)  ejaculated  a  conscientious  soliloquy  upon  LacocJc  and 
his  Engineers;  and  then  proceeded  to  examine  and  deliberate. 
It  was  torthwith  announced  that  proposals  would  be  received  at 
Holidaysburgh  in  Huntingdon  county,  for  the  repair,  and  also 
for  the  construction  of  a  new  dam.  Mr.  Leech  who  (as  we 
have  seen,  built  the  old  one)  treating  the  idea  cf  new  dam  as  lu¬ 
dicrous  and  a  burlesque,  bid  only  for  the  repairs.  The  amount, 
however,  of  his  bid,  was  conceived  little  less  than  that  of  a 
friend,  for  the  construction  of  a  new  dam ;  it  was  therefore  re¬ 
jected,  and  that  recognised.  At  this  alarming  reality,  the  mind 
of  Mr.  Leech  became  aroused,  he  solicited  Messrs.  Clark  and 
Mitchel,  (as  did  others  equally  indignant  at  the  fatuity  of  the 
measure,)  to  visit  the  scene,  and  to  give  it  a  personal  examina¬ 
tion.  With  these  importunities  Mr- Clark  thought  proper  to 
comply;  when,  at  thescite  of  the  dam,  Mr.  Leech  submitted  a 
proposition  to  Mr.  Clark,  and  which  was  to  permanently  re¬ 
establish  the  dam  in  two  months  for  $16,000.  Notwithstand¬ 
ing  the  known  responsibility,  and  great  practical  abilities  of 
Mr.  Leech — the  known  irresponsibility  of  th e friend,  to  whom 
the  contract  for  the  new  dam  had  been  given;  and  notwith¬ 
standing  the  fact,  that  the  final  construction  of  the  old  dam  had 
cost  not  short  of  $30,009,  and  that  the  construction  of  a  new- 
one,  including  a  new  Guard  Lock, under  existingcircurnstances, 
would  necessarily  cost  double  the  amount  of  Mr.  Leech's  pro¬ 
posal,  and  an  amount  of  time  unknown: — to  these  strong  facts 
and  circumstances, and  to  Mr.  Mitchel,  Mr.  Clark  demurred. 
The  contract  for  a  new  dam  was  confirmed.  Subsequently, 
however,  perhaps  covertly  thrown  up,  and  the  construction  cou- 
fided  to  and  proceeded  in  by  the  supervisors  of  the  canal.  And 
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after  one  year’s  struggle  with  inclement  weather,  and  an  angry, 
and  turbulent  river,  the  new  dam  has  been  re-established.  Of 
the  amount  of  money  expended,  in  this  hitherto  illfated  work,  l 
am  ignorant;  it  has  however,  by  those  who  have  had  oppor- 
unities  of  observing,  been  variously  estimated,  at  from  90  to 
100  thousand  dollars.  But  although  the  expenditure  has  ne¬ 
cessarily  been  great,  I  cannot  conceive  it  possible  that  so  enor- 
rrnous  an  amount  as  is  alleged,  could  have  been  thus  wasted. 

Allowing  to  charity,  therefore,  her  full  share,  1  shall  set  it  at 
$75,000.  A  recapitulation  of  the  entire  amount  of  money 
wasted  agreeably  to  the  foregoing  review  will  therefore  stand 


thus: 

Amount  expended  upon  Locks,  &c.  &c.  $30,066 

Do.  expended  upon  Leechburgh  Dam,  75,000 

Do.  lost  in  Tolls,  &c.  ,  50,000 


Total  $155,066 


Twenty-five  thousand  barrels  of  Salt,  at  $2  per  bbl.  50,000 

The  section  of  canal  connecting  the  Allegheny  with  the  Mo- 
nongahela  remains  to  be  considered.  It  is  known  that  the  con¬ 
struction  of  this ,  ultimately,  had  not  been  contemplated.  The 
spirit  and  purview  of  the  act  authorising  the  construction  of  the 
Pennsylvania  canal,  in  connection  with  the  examinations  of  ex¬ 
perienced  Engineers,  bad  decided  against  it.  But  the  strong 
and  powerful  remonstrance  of  the  city  of  Pittsburgh,  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  her  pledge,  that  it  should  not  cost  the  state  more  than 
$65,000,  induced  the  Board  of  canal  commissioners  to  proceed 
in  the  construction.  It  was  accordingly  let  to  Messrs.  Maloy  & 
Co.  for  a  less  sum,  but  after  proceeding  with  the  work  for  some 
time,  it  was  discovered  that  the  compensation  would  prove  in¬ 
adequate,  and  this  company  therefore  failed.  Theentire  fund 
set  apart  was  thus  discovered  insufficient;  and  the  work  was 
necessarily  suspended.  Under  these  circumstances,  its  con¬ 
struction  was,  by  the  acting  canal  commissioner,  Mr.  Lacock, 
tendered  to  the  city  in  virtue  of  her  pledge.  She,  however,  re¬ 
fused  to  accept — alleging  that  that  had  been  cancelled  in  the 
contract  with  Maloy  &  Co.  This  was  the  situation  of  this  sec¬ 
tion  when  Mr.  Stevenson  assumed  the  resposibility.  If  there 
ever  was  an  additional  appropriation  for  its  construction,  I  am 
ignorant  of  the  fact;  it  was,  however,  immediately  proceeded  in, 
and  let  and  re-let  in  detail  to  Tom,  Dick  and  Harry,  until  it  has 
been  subslsntially  and  superbly  completed.  As  there  are  four 
Locks,  there  are  two  Lock-keepers  designed  upon  this  section; 
that  the  tolls  upon  it,  however,  will  not  perhaps  for  ages  to 


19 


come,  be  sufficient  to  pay  these,  is  very  certain — that  there  has 
been  $350,000  expended  here,  is  extremely  probable,  a  consum¬ 
mate  folly  as  it  is,  and  constructed  as  it  has  been  by  the  funds 
of  the  commonwealth  against  her  consent;  it  presents  a  fair 
case  for  a  writ  of  quo  warranto.  But  a  proud  and  splendid  or¬ 
nament  to  the  city  as  it  is,  to  the  memory  of  one  man ,  a 
deathless  gratitude  is  irresistibly  and  justly  consecrated.  I 
have  now  done  with  the  review  of  this  division  of  our  canals. 
The  waste  of  money  that  we  have  seen  upon  it — the  paralisis 
in  the  prosecution  of  the  work — and  the  loss  of  confidence 
thereby,  sufficiently  verifies  the  assumption,  in  the  outset,  that 
at  least  upon  this  division,  politics  has  been  a  source  of  embar¬ 
rassment  and  much  improvident  expenditure.  But  ofthe  par¬ 
ticular  extent,  if  any,  upon  other  divisions  of  the  canal,  I  am  ig¬ 
norant.  The  present  constitution  of  the  Board  of  canal  com¬ 
missioners,  however,  argues  nothing  favorable  to  economy  in 
the  general  administration  of  our  canal  system — than  the  Board 
as  first  constituted — that  it  is  less  economical — less  efficient, 
and  of  course  less  satisfactory  in  its  practical  operations;  the 
test  of  experience,  I  think,  has  demonstrated,  it  is  known  that 
the  Board,  as  first  constituted,  consisted  of  nine  members,  and 
as  canal  commissioners,  they  received  no  compensation,  their 
necessary  expenses  excepted.  To  this  Board  was  confided  the 
whole  power  and  management.  To  each  prinicpal  division  of 
the  canal,  this  Board  assigned  one  of  its  members,  as  an  acting 
canal  commissioner,  with  a  per  diem  allowance  of  $3,  only 
while  officially  engaged  upon  the  line.  The  acting  canal  com¬ 
missioner  made  all  contracts — paid  estimates,  and  with  the  ap¬ 
proval  of  the  Board  settled  claims  for  damages.  lie  was  con¬ 
stantly  upon  the  line,  superintending  the  construction  of  the 
work;  Ins  reputation,  therefore,  would  necessarily  become  iden¬ 
tified  with  its  character;  and  thus  economy  and  vigor  in  the 
prosecution  would  be  secured.  But  by  a  political  sommerset 
this  Board  has  been  annihilated ;  and  the  office  of  acting  canal 
commissioner  abolished.  The  act  of  the  6th  April,  1830,  sub¬ 
stituted  the  present  Board;  it  consists  of  three  members,  in¬ 
vested  with  the  same  powers  as  the  former,  with  a  per  diem  al¬ 
lowance,  however,  of  $4  to  each.  This  Board  supplies  the  of¬ 
fice  of  acting  canal  commisioner,  by  a  superintendent;  but  his 
powers  are  curtailed;  he  can  pay  estimates  only ;  the  language 
of  the  act  is,  that  “The  superintendents  of  lines  or  divisions  of 
canal,  or  rail  roads,  shall  submit  to  a  majority  of  the  canal  com¬ 
missioners  for  their  approbation  or  rejection,  all  future  con¬ 
tracts  for  work  to  be  done  or  materials  furnished,  settle  and 
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pay  the  accounts  of  contractors,”  &.c.  and  they  are  to  receive  a 
per  diem  allowance.  I  have  said  that  this  arrangement  is  less- 
economical  than  the  first. —  It  will  be  recollected,  that  the  old 
Board  were  without  compensation,  expenses  excepted-,  and  that 
therefore  the  number  of  persons  under  a  per  diem  allowance  as 
acting  canal  commissioners  and  superintendents,  never  exceed¬ 
ed  the  number  of  lines  under  contract;  but  by  the  present  ar¬ 
rangement  the  Board  of  canal  commissioners  are  exclusive  of, 
those,  and  is  therefore  $12  per  day  thrown  away.  That  it  is 
less  efficient  and  satisfactory  in  its  practical  operation,  is  equal¬ 
ly  evident.  By  divesting  the  superintendent  of  the  power  ot' 
contracting,  and  throwing  it  upon  the  canal  commissioners,  res¬ 
ponsibility  in  the  former  is  weakened,  and  to  the  same  extent 
thrown  upon  the  latter;  his  reputation  is  moreover  less  identi¬ 
fied  with  that  of  the  line;  and  there  will  necessarily  be  a  relax¬ 
ation  in  vigor  and  economy.  The  superintendent  is  strictly 
a  clerk,  and  with  security  for  the  amount  of  money  in  his  hands 
is  irresponsible  to  the  government  for  any  thing;  and  as,  west 
of  the  mountains,  these  appointments  are  without  regard  to  any 
other  qualifications;  inexperienced  and  without  talents  for  any 
thing  save  the  counting  of  money  and  ledgerising.  As  it  will" 
be  impossible  that  a  majority  of  the  Board  can  be  upon  each 
particular  division  oftener  than  twice  or  perhaps  not  more  than 
once  in  the  year;  jobs  that  are  to  re-let  may  be  laid  over,  and 
tiie  completion  of  lines  thus  delayed — claims  for  damages  can¬ 
not  be  so  satisfactorily  adjusted,  as  with  a  commissioner  con¬ 
stantly  upon  the  line. 

In  conclusion,  let  the  whole  system  be  thoroughly  investi¬ 
gated,  revised  and  corrected;  it  is  required  and  expected — Let 
the  completion  of  the  whole  system  (cost  what  it  will)  be  car¬ 
ried  fully  and  speedily  into  effect;  the  honor  and  pledged  faith 
of  the  state  demand  it;  and  her  solid  grandeur,  and  rising  great¬ 
ness,  justify  and  require  it. 


A  CITIZEN. 


